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STAFF PHOTO BY ERIN O. SMITH 

Barry Galinger, the father of fallen Chattanooga police officer Nicholas Galinger, lays his head on his son’s casket with his kids behind him after delivering words of remem-
brance during his son’s funeral Friday at Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati. Barry Galinger said Thursday it was a moment he wasn’t looking forward to, when he 
would say goodbye to his son forever “until heaven, I guess.”

End of watch
CINCINNATI — Under grey Ohio skies, 

fallen Chattanooga police officer Nicholas 
Galinger was taken to his final resting place 
at Mt. Moriah Cemetery on Friday afternoon.

It was a day in which multiple agencies 
— including the Chattanooga and Cincin-
nati police departments — came together 
to honor their brother in blue.

Nicholas Galinger, 38, died after being 
struck by a car late Saturday night on 
Hamill Road in Hixson while inspecting 
a manhole cover after recent heavy rains. 
Police arrested 54-year-old Janet Hinds in 
connection with Galinger’s death. She faces 
nine charges, including vehicular homicide.

He had just graduated from the police 

training academy a month earlier, on Jan. 24.
Bagpipes played as the funeral proces-

sion, led by the Chattanooga Police Depart-
ment’s motor unit, made its way down the 
long, looping road through the cemetery 
and again as Chattanooga Police Depart-
ment’s honor guard pallbearers carried the 
casket to its final location.

Police officers stood side by side, lining 
the path from the hearse to the gravesite, 
where Galinger’s family stood. Soon after, a 
dispatcher’s voice came over a loud speaker.

“Adam 2?
“Adam 2?
“Adam 2?

“Attention all cars, all departments: no 
response from Adam 2. Officer Nicholas 
Galinger, badge 1016, you performed brave-
ly and made the ultimate sacrifice pro-
tecting your community. Adam 2 has now 
answered his last call. His end of watch is 
Feb. 24, 2019. Rest in peace. We will carry 
on the watch.”

Officers performed a three-volley rifle 
salute before the flag that covered Galin-
ger’s casket was folded and handed to 
his family. 

Before that, a riderless horse was led 
by the gravesite, a pair of backward-facing 
boots fastened into the stirrups. The boots 
represent a fallen officer looking back on 
his family one last time.

BY BRAD PLUMER
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — In 
the summer, when heat 
waves scorch cities or 
heavy rains flood the 
coasts, some climate sci-
entists and environmen-
talists will point out any 
plausible connections 
to global warming, hop-

ing today’s weather will 
help people understand 
tomorrow’s danger from 
climate change.

Then winter comes. 
And, like clockwork, 
those who want to deny 
the established science 
that humans are warm-
ing the planet will try to 
flip the script. In January, 
when large swaths of the 

country were gripped 
by bitter cold, President 
Donald Trump took to 
Twitter to mock climate 
fears: “Wouldn’t be bad 
to have a little of that 
good old fashioned Glob-
al Warming right now!”

Welcome to the weath-
er wars. As battle lines
 

How the weather gets weaponized 
with climate change messaging

See WEATHER › A6

BY HANNAH BEECH
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

HANOI, Vietnam — 
Goose-stepping soldiers 
and children with red 
communist kerchiefs 
greeted Kim Jong Un 
on Friday in Vietnam, as 
the North Korean leader 
shifted from the unpre-
dictability of his summit 

in Hanoi with President 
Donald Trump, which 
ended unexpectedly with 
no accord, to a carefully 
staged state visit.

A day after the meet-
ing ended abruptly and 
ahead of schedule, Pres-
ident Nguyen Phu Trong 
of Vietnam welcomed 
Kim to a more familiar 
atmosphere, with solemn 

expressions of Commu-
nist comradeship, martial 
music and soldiers parad-
ing with rifles as the two 
leaders watched from a 
reviewing platform.

The meeting with 
Trump was supposed to 
make progress toward 
eliminating North Korea’s
 

After an unpredictable meeting, 
Kim returns to script in Vietnam

See NKOREA › A6

Chattanooga police officer Nicholas Galinger laid to rest

See END OF WATCH › A4

BY ROSANA HUGHES
STAFF WRITER

Inside: See photos from Friday’s 
funeral in Cincinnati, A4-5
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Motorcycle police officers from a variety of departments lead the hearse carrying fallen Chattanooga police officer Nicholas Galinger to Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church on 
Friday in Cincinnati. 

END OF WATCH

END OF WATCH

Police officers stand at attention as family and friends of fallen Chattanoo-
ga police officer Nicholas Galinger turn into Mt. Washington Presbyterian 
Church for Galinger’s funeral Friday.

Chattanooga police officers look on as Galinger’s casket is taken into Mt. Washington Pres-
byterian Church. More than 50 Chattanooga police officers made the trip to Cincinnati for 
Galinger’s funeral.

On Wednesday ahead of the funeral, more 
than a hundred Chattanooga police officers lined 
sidewalks on both sides of East Brainerd Road as 
a champagne-colored hearse carrying Galinger’s 
body left for Cincinnati. Law enforcement agencies 
across several states participated in the escort.

Drivers who were stopped at an 
intersection got out of their vehi-
cles to salute the police escort as 
it passed, some with their hands 
over their hearts, others wiping 
away tears. It was a scene echoed 
on interstates and roadways in mul-
tiple states.

Then on Thursday, a bus carry-
ing about 40 Chattanooga police 
officers, many of whom were Nich-

olas Galinger’s academy mates, left for Cincinna-
ti to honor their fallen colleague. During the day 
Thursday, several hundred visitors streamed into 
Mount Washington Presbyterian Church to pay 
their respects to a life cut short.

“We’ll remember Nicholas as my first friend, my 
pal. He was my buddy,” said Nicholas’ brother Barry 
(Doug) Galinger II during Friday’s funeral.

Doug Galinger remembered his brother as loving 
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles when they were 
children.

“He was Michelangelo. I was Raphael. Brent 
[Galinger] was Leonardo, and Donatello, he was 
on loan for whoever was going to play with us,” 
Doug Galinger said.

“My brother, our brother. He was a father, he was 
an uncle. He was a friend. He just truly wanted to 
serve. And he cared.”

Doug Galinger said his brother drove all the way 
from his Georgia home to Chattanooga one day, 
sleeping in his car overnight, just to take the police 
academy’s assessment test.

“That’s how bad he wanted it,” Doug Galin-
ger said. “Nicholas loved the Chattanooga Police 
Department.”

Nicholas’ father, Barry Galinger, also shared 
words of remembrance.

“I’m Nicholas’ proud father,” he said, joined by 
family members at the pulpit.

He expressed his gratitude to the people of Chat-
tanooga and its police department, reiterating how 
much his son wanted to join the department.

“Nicholas was my one son who spent his [life] 
— up until Aug. 24 — looking for his star in life,” 
he said.

Barry Galinger would tell his children to always 
look for their star in life as they were growing up.

“Now, as much as Nicholas loved being a 

police officer, he loved his children even more … 
and they loved their daddy,” Barry Galinger said, 
his voice trembling.

Every time Nicholas Galinger had a day off, he 
would visit his children, Hailey and Ethan Galinger, 
in Cincinnati, even if just for a day, Barry Galinger 
said. They had just visited with him over Presi-
dent’s Day on Feb. 18.

“Those children were his world,” he said.
As he left the stage, Barry Galinger stopped by the 

flag-draped casket holding his son’s body. He bent 
over and started to cry, embraced by his children.

The eulogy was delivered by Chattanooga police 
Chief David Roddy, who reflected on the fallen offi-
cer’s impact in the short time he was on the force.

Every applicant is asked why they want to be a 
police officer, Roddy said. He read part of Nicholas 
Galinger’s response.

“‘I believe being a police officer is truly the most 
noble of occupations. Police officers are a team 
instilled with morals, values and a calling greater 
than one’s self,’” Nicholas Galinger wrote.

In closing his eulogy, Roddy said: “To Nick, God-
speed. You fought the good fight. You have finished 
your work. The badge of the Chattanooga Police 
Department shines brighter. … While we may have 
lost a son, a father, a friend and a protector, we 
gained a star.”

Contact staff writer Rosana Hughes at 
rhughes@timesfreepress.com or 423-757-6327 with 
tips or story ideas. Follow her on Twitter @Hughes 
Rosana.

Members of the Chattanooga Police Department’s honor guard stand at attention after placing the casket of f 
Galinger. Family, friends and law enforcement from a variety of different outfits were in attendance.

Chattanooga Police Chief David Roddy delivers the 
eulogy during the funeral.

End of watch
› CO N T I N U E D  F RO M  A1

“To Nick, Godspeed. You fought the good fight. You have finished your work.  
The badge of the Chattanooga Police Department shines brighter.”

– CHATTANOOGA POLICE CHIEF DAVID RODDY

Online: See a photo gallery and follow 
more coverage at timesfreepress.com

Nicholas 
Galinger
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